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LITTLE ATHLETICS
Season opener

ATHLETES and officials had plenty
to celebrate at the official opening of
the Diamond Valley Little Athletics
Centre season on Saturday.

Banyule councillor Peter McKenna
formally launched the 2008/09
season for the centre that was voted
the Victorian Little Athletics As-
sociation’s centre of the year for
2007/08.

Cr McKenna was also on hand to
officially reopen the newly-
resurfaced athletics track at
Willinda Park.

Representatives of the eight clubs,
with their banners, marched past Cr
McKenna, DVLAGC life members and
officials.

DVLAC president Andrew Brasier
said the centre is expecting a large
number of children to compete at
Willinda Park this year following
the enthusiasm generated by the
Beijing Olympics.

“It should be another big year for
us, following last year’s successful
40th anniversary season,” Mr
Brasier said.

Anyone interested in joining little
athletics at Willinda Park should
contact DVLAC secretary Andrew
Edney at
diamond@coolrunning.com.au - or
on 0412 256 636.

@ This week’s Diamond Valley
Little Athletics results are on page
33.

Welcome to summer. Cr Peter
McKenna joins some of the
enthusiastic young athletes at the
Diamond Valley Little Athletics
Centre opening day.
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Mark Muscat celebrates Heidelberg’s VWFL Grand Final win.
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COACHING AWARDS
Megan Hustwaite

HEIDELBERG capped an
outstandingly successful
Victorian Women’s Football
League season with its coach,
Mark Muscat, winning the Coach
of the Year award for the North-
ern AFL Victoria Region at a gala
dinner at the Manningham Club.

Muscat was entered in the senior
category and faced tough compe-
tition from a number of senior
men’s coaches.

But, after coaching Heidelberg to
the VWFL North West Division
premiership, with a 33-point
Grand Final win over Sunbury
after an undefeated season, Mus-
cat was a deserving winner of the
accolade.

Muscat is also a board member
of VFL club Northern Bullants

and assistant-coach with the Hei-
delberg men’s team in the North-
ern Football League.

Heidelberg claimed the NFL Div-
ision 1 premiership this year.

Former Melbourne coach Neale
Daniher, who is now Fremantle
Dockers football manager, pres-
ented the awards and was guest
speaker at the event.

Daniher spoke of the impact a
football coach has on his players.

Meanwhile, Banyule coach Mar-
tin Appleby was named the North-
ern Region Junior Coach of the
Year.

A former-player at Heidelberg,
Appleby started coaching
Auskick in 1999.

This season he also coached a
Yarra Junior Football League
under-10 representative side,
against Waverley, in a junior
carnival.
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Creekers name best

WOMEN'S FOOTY:
Diamond Creek wrapped-
upits 2008 Victorian
Wemen's Football League
season by naming its best
and fairest players for the
season. Reserves: Bec
Marshall 125; Jessica
Franklin 58; Rachael Gray
55. Seniors: Stacey Cross
109; Dianna Haines 70;
Anna Saxton 56

Dattoli is back

NFL FOOTY: Former
Northern Bullants and
Bundoora coach Vin
Dattoliwill return to the
Northern Football League
nextyear. Dattoli, who
spentayear as coach of
the Bullants reserves, as
well as assistant-coach to
the senior side, will take
the reins at West Preston-
Lakeside following the
resignation of Matthew.
Larkin. Dattoli's year of
coaching inthe VFL
followed a five-year stint at
Bundoorain the NFL that
saw him lead the club to
three losing Grand Final
appearances.

Brumbies set for start

BASEBALL: The Bundoora
women's baseball team
expects to meet
Doncaster inthe opening
round of the Division 4
season on Saturday at
Coburg. While the final
drawis yet to be released,
but is expected this week,
Bundoora team manager
Kirsty Davis said the club
expected to be playing at
home first-up. “They
haven't released a full
drawyet but we have seen
adraftdrawand it's got us
athome,"” she said.

Honours o north

Banyule's Martin Appleby capped
agreatyear's coaching witha
northern region coach of the year
award.
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